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Message from the Commander 
 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
 

Our national organization is called “Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War”. 
Pretty straightforward, eh?  Well, it’s not always been that way.  Indeed, the 
history of the series of names that have been applied is as contorted as the 
history of the SUVCW itself and of the various other organizations of sons of men 
who fought for the Union during the “late unpleasantness”. 
 

In 1878, under the auspices of GAR Post 94, the Anna M. Ross Post, of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, a “Cadet Corps” was organized, and the name “Sons 
of Veterans” was adopted formally by the new organization. 
 

In the middle part of the next year, Edwin M. Earp, of Lynn, Massachusetts, 
formed an organization of entities in his state, in Missouri, and in New Jersey.  It 
also used the selfsame name “Sons of Veterans”. 
 

Late in 1881, the “Sons of Veterans of Pennsylvania” was formed in 
Pittsburgh, a result of a concerted campaign of Brevet Major Augustus Plummer 
Davis, of General Alexander Hays Post 3 (GAR). 
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Meanwhile, the Earp “Sons of Veterans” mostly had merged with the “Sons of 

Veterans” group centered on Philadelphia. 
 

In 1882, the “Sons of Veterans of Pennsylvania”, having expanded well 
beyond that state, changed their name to “Sons of Veterans of the United States 
of America” (commonly abbreviated “Sons of Veterans, U.S.A.”). 
 

By late 1886, spurred on by the frustration of the GAR in having to deal with 
more than one “Sons” group, all of the various “Sons of Veterans” groups had 
merged into the “Sons of Veterans of the United States of America”, the former 
“Sons of Veterans of Pennsylvania”. 
 

Then, in 1888, a new organization of sons of veterans was founded in Albany, 
New York. Because this new group was subdivided into “Posts”, which is what 
the local units of the GAR were termed, the Grand Army of the Republic frowned 
on this new organization, and, by the end of 1889, all of the units of the “Post 
System” had joined the “Sons of Veterans of the United States of America”. 
 

Of course, in the next quarter of a century, the country was involved in two big 
wars, and veterans of the Spanish-American War and of World War I sought to 
join the “Sons of Veterans of the United States of America”. So, in 1922, that 
organization changed their name, the better to reflect their history, traditions, and 
emphasis. Thus, the name “Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War” was born. 
 
R. A. Davis 
Commander,  
General William H. Lytle Camp 
 

REFERENCES 
Orr, David B., 2010, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War. Chronological History: 

http://www.suvcw.org/history.htm, last updated 30 August 2010; visited 19 September 2014. 
(anonymous), (no date indicated), Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Department of Illinois: 

http://www.suvcwil.com/About.html: visited 19 September 2014. 
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Worthy of Note 
 
July 30, 2014 
Portman, Tester Introduce VA Headstone Bill to Honor our Nation's Veterans 
 
Washington, D.C.  – Today, U.S. Senators Rob Portman (R-Ohio) and Jon 
Tester (D-Mont.) introduced bipartisan legislation, The Honor Those Who Served 
Act of 2014, expanding the definition of persons eligible to request headstones or 
markers furnished by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) for unmarked 
graves for our nation’s veterans. 

“America’s veterans have made uncountable sacrifices on behalf of all of us,” 
said Portman. “This bipartisan legislation is a commonsense way to honor the 
men and women who have worn the uniform throughout our nation’s history with 
the official recognition they have earned and deserve.” 

“The tremendous sacrifices of America’s veterans should be honored in life and 
death,” said Tester, a member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee. “This 
change makes sure more veterans get the ever-lasting respect they earned, and 
I appreciate working with Senator Portman and veterans’ organizations on this 
issue.” 

“Fixing this headstones policy is very important to veterans groups, history 
organizations, county veterans organizations, genealogists, funeral 
professionals, high school teachers and others in Ohio and elsewhere,” said 
Todd Kleismit, director of community and government relations at the Ohio 
History Connection. “Prior to the VA’s policy change, organizations like ours had 
been working diligently to research and recognize military veterans buried in 
unmarked graves. We hope that this legislation can help us get back to that 
important work that has been postponed now for the past couple of years.” 

Prior to May 2012, veterans’ organizations, history-related organizations, and 
those in the funerary profession who conducted extensive research on 
Americans who fought and died for our country were able to request headstones 
for unmarked graves that they determined to be of veterans. 
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In May 2012, however, the VA began enforcing its “next of kin” policy which 
prohibits these groups and individuals from requesting headstones or markers for 
unmarked graves.  In April 2013, the VA announced it would modify its policy, but 
has yet to establish a permanent solution. 

Portman and Tester’s legislation broadens the definition of persons eligible to 
request headstones or markers to include State veterans service agencies, 
military researchers, local historians, or genealogists or other individuals familiar 
with the research sources and methods necessary to prove the identity of the 
decedent if no next-of-kin or designated representative of the decedent can be 
identified. If a deceased veteran served on active duty in the Armed Forces at 
least 75 years before the date on which the head stone or marker is requested, 
any individual can request a headstone. 

U.S. Representative Steve Stivers (R-OH-15), along with Reps. Tiberi (R-OH-12) 
and Beatty (D-OH-3) introduced, H.R. 2018, the Honor Those Who Serve Act of 
2013, in the House of Representatives. 

 

Heritage Village Civil War Weekend 
 
 

Lytle Camp Participates in the Civil War Weekend at 
Heritage Village in Sharonville, Ohio 

 
On the weekend of July 12th and 13th, 2014, the camp participated in “Civil War 
Weekend”.  The Civil War Weekend at Heritage Village Museum brought in over 
300 re-enactor soldiers, citizens, and cavalry to the Village.  All were dressed in 
time-period uniforms and clothing to tell the dramatic story of the mid 1800’s and 
the devastating Civil War.  Guests saw camp and village life as it was during the 
war years.  Cavalry, artillery, infantry, and civilians from both sides of the conflict 
were on hand to tell the story.  Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis were in 
prominent view talking about the struggle with slavery, states rights, and the 
many battles of the war.  
The camp had a canopy in a very strategic location next to the sutlers to the 
extent that most people in attendance needed to pass by our tent.  There was 
great interest! 
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This is an event is that we as a camp must participate in going forward.  While 
we have yet to record our first new member, we have some very good prospects! 
Many thanks to the following brothers who helped man the tent on one or both 
days – Bill West III, Richard Davis, Larry Collins, Woody Cook (and his “arsenal”) 
Jim Houston, and Denny Brown.  A special thanks goes out to Bill West, who 
organized the staffing.   
 

PCC Denny Brown 

 
      Commander Davis with event attendees Brs. Jim Houston, William West III, and Woody Cook 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brs. Richard Davis, Denny Brown, and William West III 



LYTLE’S LYTLE’S LYTLE’S LYTLE’S LLLLETTERETTERETTERETTER    

General William H. Lytle Camp # 10 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 

www.SUVCWCincinnati.org 

 

3rd Quarter 2014  Page 6 of 15 
 

General William H. Lytle Memorial Service 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Junior Vice Commander 
 William West III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The General William Haines Lytle, Camp No. 10, Department of Ohio, Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War held a memorial program on September 21, 
2014 at the graveside of the General.  It has been held annually since the year 
2000 on the Sunday closest to the date of General Lytle’s death at the Battle of 
Chickamauga, except for the year 2013 when the Lytle monument on the 
Chickamauga battlefield was rededicated.  The monument had been 
reconstructed to its original condition and the Lytle camp conducted a program 
rededicating the monument.  This rededication program was held on September 
20, 2013 at 1:30 PM, exactly 150 years to the day and hour after General Lytle’s 
heroic death. 
 
General Lytle died without issue. However, a number of descendants of General 
Lytle's sister, Josephine Lytle Foster, were present at the ceremony. Virginius 
Hall, her great-grandson, made some remarks and read one of General Lytle's 
poems. Although Treon Christine could not make   it to the event, present were 
her son, John Christine, his wife, Suree Christine, their son, Eric, and their 
daughter, Natalie. 
 
The Lytle family members were delighted to receive gifts of two pieces of 
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concrete from of the original Lytle monument at Chickamauga Battlefield and with 
two framed photographs taken at the 2012 ceremony at the Lytle lot at Spring 
Grove.  
 
 
The following remarks were made by Virginius Hall at the Lytle memorial 
ceremony at General Lytle’s grave, Spring Grove Cemetery, Cincinnati, Ohio, on 
Sunday, 21 September 2014. 
 

It is a pleasure and an honor 
to be here again as a guest of the 
William Haines Lytle Camp #10, Sons 
of Union Veterans, and I thank Denny 
Brown for once again extending us 
an invitation to be part of this annual 
commemoration. 

 
As most of you probably know, 

General Lytle died unmarried, aged  
36, and left no direct descendants. 
We, who have been asked to 
represent the family, descend from 
the General's sister Josephine Lytle 
Foster, who was my great-
grandmother. 

 
General Lytle is remembered by most of us as a military man - 

which is just as it should be. But we should remember, too, that he was 
also a man keenly interested in the law, in politics, and, perhaps 
surprisingly, in poetry. He was sometimes referred to as "the soldier-poet," 
and is best known for his poem “Anthony and Cleopatra,” which begins 
with the words “l am dying, Egypt, dying.” It was not written on the 
Chickamauga battlefield, as some people believed at the time, but was 
actually written three years before the war in 1858. 
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As a way of commemorating the poetic part of General Lytle's 
character, I would like to read a very short poem he wrote called "ln 
Camp." 

“ln Camp,” a poem written in 1862 by William Haines Lytle, the 
“soldier-poet”: 

I gazed forth from my wintry tent 
Upon the star-gemmed firmament; 
I heard the far-off sentry’s tramp 

Around our mountain-girdled camp, 
And saw the ghostly tents uprise 

Like specters 'neath the jeweled skies. 
And thus upon the snows-clad scene, 

So pure and spotless and serene, 
Where locked in sleep ten thousand lay 

Awaiting morn's returning ray, - 
l gazed, till to the sun the drums 

Rolled at the dawn, "He comes, he comes.” 
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Mason, Ohio “Patriot Fair 
 

  
 
The Lytle Camp, No. 10 participated in the fourth annual Patriot Fair presented 
by the American Spirit Alliance and held at the Mason, Ohio Municipal Center. 
PCC Woody Cook hosted an impressive display of Civil War weapons and 
artifacts.  In addition to assisting Br. Cook, Camp Commander Richard Davis, 
PCC Denny Brown and PCC Kerry Langdon shared information about the Sons 
of Union Veterans of the Civil War and the General Lytle, Camp No. 10 in 
Cincinnati with attendees at the event.  The event was well attended, as it has 
been in the past, and the visitors were very interested in the items displayed and 
the information about our organization. 
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Patriotic Instruction 

Camp Dennison 

 
 

View of Camp Dennison published in Harper's Weekly. 
This view depicts the camp during the late summer of 1861. The shanties shown in this view 

extended for over a mile and a half.1 

 

With the outbreak of the Civil War, both the North and the South were ill prepared 
for the conflict. Ohio Governor William Dennison hoped to utilize the state’s 
militia forces to assist President Abraham Lincoln in reuniting the nation. 
Unfortunately, many of Ohio’s militia units were no longer in existence. Those 
units that remained were primarily social organizations that rarely practiced 
military maneuvers.  

Following the Confederate attack on Fort Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, 
in April 1861, President Lincoln called for seventy-five thousand volunteers to 
subdue the Confederate States of America. Despite the lack of a well-trained 
militia, Governor Dennison requested communities to send their militia 

                                                 
1  “Camp Dennison, Ohio; Where the 48th Vol. Inf. was trained”,  
      http://www.48ovvi.org/oh48dennison.html 
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companies to Columbus, Ohio for possible use by the North during the American 
Civil War. 

To train Ohio’s volunteers, Governor Dennison ordered the creation of Camp 
Jackson at Columbus. Dennison soon authorized the establishment of other 
camps across the state. General George McClellan, commander of Ohio’s militia, 
dispatched Captain (later Major General) William Rosecrans to find a suitable 
site for a camp near Cincinnati.  On April 24 or 25 Rosecrans chose a site for 
Camp Dennison near the village of Germany, Ohio.  This site was strategically 
located near Cincinnati, the Ohio and Little Miami Rivers, and the Little Miami 
Railroad and included more than five hundred acres of land.  The rivers and 
railroad provided quick transportation from various parts of Ohio and surrounding 
states and allowed authorities to ship volunteers and supplies to the camp 
quickly and easily. The presence of troops at Camp Dennison also provided 
Cincinnati with soldiers to protect this important manufacturing city from 
Confederate attack.  

On April 29 1861, the first recruits, 1500 volunteers from the Eleventh Ohio 
Regiment and right wing of the Third Ohio Regiment commanded by Brigadier 
General Jacob Cox, arrived by train at a level valley between the Little Miami 
river and a line of hills to the west.  This was Camp Dennison.  There was no 
shelter, not even a tent.  A train containing lumber had arrived earlier along with 
Captain Rosecrans.  The soldiers were instructed to carry the pine boards across 
the plowed fields and build their quarters.  It was good that General Cox’s 
command had its huts built by nightfall, for in the evening the sky clouded over, 
the temperature dropped and a chill rain began to fall.2  The following day was 
clear but the next day it rained all day long.  In spite of the weather and the 
muddy conditions, the required shelters were erected.3  Ebenezer Hannaford, 
regimental historian for the Sixth Ohio recalled the accommodations, “Many of 
the rough, wooden “shanties” were transformed into the likeness of pleasant 
country cottages, by means of lattice-work, porches, cornices of various patterns, 
pigeon-houses, and similar ornamentation.  Nearly every squad had its own 

                                                 
2 Stephen Z. Starr, “Camp Dennison, 1861 – 1865”, Original text published in Cincinnati Historical Society 
Bulletin, July 1961, p. 10. 
3 Dallas Bogan, “Civil War Are Military Camps”,  
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ohwarren/Bogan/bogan126.htm 
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distinctive title, like the “Astor House,” the “Burnett,” the “Major Anderson,” and 
the “Stars and Stripes,” etc.”4   

These raw recruits “took to the drill field to learn the art of the soldier.”5 After 
receiving some training, often without equipment or rifles, they were sent off to 
war.  Soldiers from the Third Ohio Regiment, Company “A”, saw their first action 
at Middle Creek Forks, West Virginia on June 20, 1861, less than two months 
after their arrival at Camp Dennison.6 

Within a short time after the arrival of troops at the camp, overcrowding, 
exposure, and the coarse diet began to take their toll.  The incidence of disease 
and the mortality rate from illness was never worse than during the first few 
months of the war.  Word of these conditions soon reached the city of Cincinnati 
and the women of the city promptly went to the camp to nurse the sick.  In the 
forefront of this work were the Sisters of Charity, led by Sister Anthony 
O’Connell.   

By the end of November suitable hospitals had been equipped using wooden 
barracks that were originally used to house soldiers.  After the Battle of 
                                                 
4 “The Story of Camp Dennison”, Unknown author 
5 “The Story of Camp Dennison”, Author unknown 
6 American Civil War Database, www.civilwardata.com 
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Shiloh the Ohio wounded were collected from the field hospitals, placed on board 
boats, and brought back to Cincinnati to be cared for in the hospitals in the city 
and at Camp Dennison.  Thereafter, to the end of the war, Camp Dennison 
functioned as a base hospital without ceasing to be a training camp.7  The 
nearby Waldschmidt Cemetery8 served as the temporary gravesite for 340 Union 
soldiers.  Most of the bodies were reinterred at Spring Grove Cemetery in 
Cincinnati or at Camp Chase in Columbus.   

Camp Dennison also included a small prisoner of war camp. Most prisoners 
remained at Camp Dennison for only a brief time before Northern authorities sent 
them to other prisoner of war installations located at Camp Chase in Columbus, 
Ohio or to Johnson’s Island in Lake Erie. At least thirty-one Confederate soldiers 
died in the camp. These Confederate soldiers were also buried at the 
Waldschmidt Cemetery. 

In 1863, men currently undergoing training at Camp Dennison helped defend the 
Little Miami Railroad and Cincinnati from General John Hunt Morgan and his 
raiders. Morgan's men captured and destroyed a supply train but failed to destroy 
an important railroad bridge across the Little Miami River. 

Camp Dennison was closed 
at the conclusion of the Civil 
War. Local residents 
dismantled the barracks 
and hospital, scavenging 
building supplies to 
construct their own homes. 
Residents of Germany 
changed the town's name to 
Grand Valley, but the 
railroad continued to use 
Camp Dennison as the 
name of the local station.9  

                                                 
7 Starr, “Camp Dennison, 1861 – 1865”, p. 24. 
8 On November 12, 2000 the General Lytle Camp No. 10, Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,  
participated in a Re-dedication ceremony of the Walschmidt Cemetery. 
9 Ohio History Central, http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Camp_Dennison 
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There is a monument recognizing all that occurred here at the Civil War Memorial 
Triangle located at the intersection of Kugler Mill Road and Highway 126. Here a 
monument, flag, and cannon were placed to commemorate Camp Dennison 
during the Civil War. The monument was unveiled on October 2, 1932.   

 

 
The Secrest Monument at the Civil War Memorial Triangle identifies the units who trained at  

Camp Dennison. 
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Upcoming Events 
 
October 4 “Family History Day” at the Public Library of Cincinnati and 

Hamilton County, 800 Vine Street, Cincinnati. 
 
October 14 Meeting of the General Lytle Camp at Scarlet Oaks, 3254 

East Kemper Road, Sharonville, Ohio 
 
November 1 Lytle Camp Installation of Officers at the home of Jim 

Houston 
 
November 15 “Remembrance Day” National SUVCW event at Gettysburg, 

Pennsylvania 
 
 
 

For Your Information: 
 
October 16 Cincinnati Civil War Roundtable at the Drake Center in 

Cincinnati.  Dinner at 6:30 PM, speaker at 7:30 PM. 
 
November 20 Cincinnati Civil War Roundtable at the Drake Center in 

Cincinnati.  Dinner at 6:30 PM, speaker at 7:30 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Unless otherwise noted all photographs are submitted by Denny Brown, Wanda Langdon and 
Larry Collins 
 
Please send items for inclusion in the Newsletter to SVC Larry W. Collins at lwc7667@fuse.net. 
The deadline for articles to be included in the 4th Quarter Newsletter is December 15, 2014. 


